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Course Description

This course provides the student with knowledge of the management of complex acute and chronic illnesses in children from newborn through young adulthood.  Emphasis is on integration of knowledge, theory, and research from a variety of disciplines into age appropriate assessment and treatment of children from diverse backgrounds.  Focus is on the child within a family context, including development of culturally relevant education and coaching strategies for parents.  Emphasis is on the assessment and management of rapidly changing health status.

COURSE OBJECTIVES

Upon completion of this course, the student will be able to:

1. Synthesize theory and research findings from nursing and other disciplines into the assessment and management of children with complex acute and chronic illnesses.
2. Differentiate between normal and abnormal findings in the presentation of chronic illnesses in children, considering age, gender, developmental status, and socio-cultural background.
3. Develop accurate differential diagnoses for complex acute conditions and chronic illnesses in children.
4. Evaluate pharmacologic and non-pharmacologic interventions for children with complex acute conditions and chronic illnesses.

5. Develop collaboration strategies indicated in management plans for complex acute and chronic illnesses in children.
6. Analyze health systems and community resources related to follow-up care for children.
7. Analyze legal and ethical issues related to care for children with complex acute conditions and chronic illnesses.
8. Evaluate appropriateness of education and support available for children with complex acute conditions and chronic illnesses and their families.

COURSE SCHEDULE

E-Learning in Canvas is the course management system that you will use for this course. E-Learning in Canvas is accessed by using your Gatorlink account name and password at http://elearning.ufl.edu/. There are several tutorials and student help links on the E-Learning login site. If you have technical questions call the UF Computer Help Desk at 352-392-HELP or send email to helpdesk@ufl.edu.
It is important that you regularly check your Gatorlink account email for College and University wide information and the course E-Learning site for announcements and notifications.

Course websites are generally made available on the Friday before the first day of classes.

TOPICAL OUTLINE
A. Developmental approach to acute and chronic illnesses in children

B. Systematic approach to acute and chronic health problems in each general area listed below are addressed using the following approach:

1. Symptom cluster presentation

2. Objective findings: history, physical exam, diagnostic testing

3. Differential diagnoses/Diagnosis

4. Therapeutic plan

5. Evaluation of treatment (efficacy)

6. Use of collaboration and referral

7. Ethical principles

8. Legal requirements

9. Health disparities

10. Genomics

C. Systems approach to children with acute and chronic health problems

1. Respiratory system

2. Cardiovascular system

3. Gastrointestinal disorders

4. Hematological system

5. Immune system

6. Integumentary system

7. Musculoskeletal

8. Neurological system

9. Genitourinary system

10. Endocrine system

11. Genetic disorders

12. Biopsychosocial/Developmental 

13. Sedation/Pain management

14. Toxins/Poisoning

TEACHING METHODS

Lecture/Discussion, Case Presentations, Audio-Visual Materials, Web Based Tutorials. 

LEARNING ACTIVITIES


Readings, Discussion Forums, Case Presentations.
EVALUATION METHODS/COURSE GRADE CALCULATION
	Evaluation Method
	Percentage of Course Grade

	Test I
	20%

	Test II
	20%

	Test III
	20%

	Test IV Final Exam (cumulative)
	20%

	Case Presentation
	10%

	Discussion Board Postings
	10%

	Total
	100%


The College of Nursing will utilize ProctorU, a live proctoring service, for major examinations in graduate web-based online courses to ensure a secure testing environment.   Students must sign in to ProctorU at least 30 minutes prior to the scheduled time for each exam in order to authenticate their identity and connect with the live proctor. Students authenticate their identity and are remotely monitored by a trained employee of ProctorU.  If you have questions about ProctorU, contact Mr. James Kocher.

• CON IT Support office will oversee this process and provide technical assistance.

The College of Nursing utilizes ProctorU, a live proctoring service, for major examinations in graduate web-based online courses to ensure a secure testing environment.  See Canvas site for more information on Proctor U and how to create an account.
Each student computer must be in compliance with Policy S1.04, Student Computer Policy and must contain a web cam, microphone, and speakers.  
EXAM AVERAGE

Students must have an average exam score greater or equal to 74% on unit exams in order to pass the course.  Students must achieve an average of 74% on the exams BEFORE the remaining assignment percentages are calculated into the final course grade.

GRADE ROUNDING

No grades will be rounded including the final exam averages and final course grade.
LATE ASSIGNMENTS

Students are expected to plan in advance and submit assignments by posted due dates. 

MAKE UP POLICY

There will be no make-ups for missed exams, presentations and discussion board postings.  If a student misses an exam, the score on the final exam will be the score for the final exam and the missed exam.

GRADING SCALE/QUALITY POINTS 
  
A
95-100
(4.0)

C
74-79* (2.0)


A-
93-94   (3.67)

C-
72-73   (1.67)

B+
91- 92
(3.33)

D+
70-71   (1.33)


B
84-90
(3.0)

D
64-69   (1.0)


B-
82-83
(2.67)

D-
62-63   (0.67)


C+
80-81
(2.33)

E
61 or below (0.0)

   * 74 is the minimal passing grade
For more information on grades and grading policies, please refer to University’s grading policies: http://gradcatalog.ufl.edu/content.php?catoid=4&navoid=907#grades
PROFESSIONAL BEHAVIOR 

The College of Nursing expects all Nursing students to be professional in their interactions with patients, colleagues, faculty, and staff and to exhibit caring and compassionate attitudes. These and other qualities will be evaluated during patient contacts and in other relevant settings by both faculty and peers. Behavior of a Nursing student reflects on the student's individual’s ability to become a competent professional Nurse. Attitudes or behaviors inconsistent with compassionate care; refusal by, or inability of, the student to participate constructively in learning or patient care; derogatory attitudes or inappropriate behaviors directed at patients, peers, faculty or staff; misuse of written or electronic patient records (e.g., accession of patient information without valid reason); substance abuse; failure to disclose pertinent information on a criminal background check; or other unprofessional conduct can be grounds for disciplinary measures including dismissal. 

UNIVERSITY POLICY ON ACADEMIC MISCONDUCT

Academic honesty and integrity are fundamental values of the University community. Students should be sure that they understand the UF Student Honor Code at http://www.dso.ufl.edu/students.php. Students are required to provide their own privacy screen for all examination’s administered to student laptops. No wireless keyboards or wireless mouse/tracking device will be permitted during examinations.  
  University and College of Nursing Policies  

Please see the College of Nursing website for student policies (http://students.nursing.ufl.edu/currently-enrolled/student-policies-and-handbooks/) and a full explanation of each of the university policies - http://nursing.ufl.edu/students-2/student-policies-and-handbooks/course-policies/ 

Attendance

UF Grading Policy

Accommodations due to Disability

Religious Holidays

Counseling and Mental Health Services

Student Handbook

Student Use of Social Media

Faculty Evaluations 

a. “Students in this class are participating in a pilot evaluation of a new course evaluation system called GatorEvals. The new evaluation system is designed to be more informative to instructors so that teaching effectiveness is enhanced and to be more seamlessly linked to UF’s CANVAS learning management system. Students can complete their evaluations through the email they receive from GatorEvals, or in their Canvas course menu under GatorEvals. Please note your other classes this semester may be evaluated in the current GatorRater online evaluation system at https://evaluations.ufl.edu . Thank you for serving as a partner in this important effort.”
DISABILITY STATEMENT
Students who wish to obtain individual accommodations due to special learning needs must register with the University of Florida Disability Resources Center (DRC) at the beginning of each semester. Accommodations are not retroactive, therefore, students should contact the DRC at the beginning of each semester in the term for which they are seeking accommodations. The DRC may be contacted at 352-392-8565 so that appropriate accommodations may be made.  Individual accommodations require time for the Disability Resources Center (DRC) to approve and the faculty to respond to any special learning needs.  Each semester, it is the students’ responsibility to notify all their faculty of any special accommodations once approval by the DRC for special accommodations has been made.  https://drc.dso.ufl.edu/
REQUIRED TEXTBOOKS

Reuter-Rice, K. & Bolick, B.N. (2012).Pediatric acute care: A Guide for Interprofessional Practice. Burlington, MA:  Jones and Bartlett Learning. ISBN: 9780763779719
Takemoto, C.K, Hodding, J.H., & Krause, D.M. (2018). Pediatric & neonatal dosage handbook. 25th edition. Philadelphia:  Walters Kluwer. ISBN: 9781591953746.

And all other texts used in NGR 6301.
WEEKLY CLASS SCHEDULE

	DATE
	TOPIC/EVALUATION
	ASSIGNMENTS/READING
	FACULTY

	Module 1

January 7
	Course Orientation

Common Procedures

Patient Safety 
	Reuter-Rice & Bolick  Chapter 31
	Vendt

	Module 2

January 14
	Dysmorphology

Genetics

Toxicological Exposures
	Reuter-Rice & Bolick  Chapter 7
Reuter-Rice & Bolick  Chapter  37 

	Vendt

	January 21
	MARTIN LUTHER KING JR HOLIDAY

	Module 3

January 22
	Acid Base Balance

Kidney and Genitourinary Disorders

End of Content Unit Test 1
	Reuter-Rice & Bolick   Chapter 
Reuter-Rice & Bolick  Chapter 6


	Vendt

	Module 4

January 28
	The Interprofessional Team

Emergency Room/ Inpatient Management 

Gastrointestinal Disorders
	Reuter-Rice & Bolick   Chapter 1

Reuter-Rice & Bolick   Chapter 15
Reuter-Rice & Bolick   Chapter 26
	Vendt

	Friday 

February 1
	UNIT TEST I

Proctor U
	7 am to 11:59 pm

Schedule 1.25 hours for Exam
	

	Module 5

February 4
	Immunological and Rheumatologic Disorders
	Reuter-Rice & Bolick  Chapter 29
	Vendt

	Module 6

February 11 
	Cardiovascular System
End of content Unit test 2
	Reuter-Rice & Bolick   Chapter 22

	Vendt

	Module 7

February 19
	Endocrine Disorders 


	
	Vendt

	Friday 

February 22
	UNIT TEST II

	7 am to 11:59 pm

Schedule 1.25 hours for Exam
	

	Module 8

February 25
	Infectious Disorders
Dermatological Disorders
	Reuter-Rice & Bolick  , Chapter 30
Reuter-Rice & Bolick  Chapter 23
	Vendt

	March 3-March 10
	SPRING BREAK

	Module 9

March 11
	Fluids & Electrolytes, Nutrition 
Sedatives and Pain Management
End of content Unit Test III
	Reuter-Rice & Bolick  Chapter 25
Reuter-Rice & Bolick  Chapter 21
	Vendt

	Module 10

March 18
	Neurological Disorders 
	Reuter-Rice & Bolick  Chapter 33
	Vendt

	Module 11

March 25
	Multiple Trauma 
Musculoskeletal Disorders
	Reuter-Rice & Bolick  Chapter 38
Reuter-Rice & Bolick  Chapter 32
	Vendt

	Friday 

March 29
	UNIT TEST III
	7 am to 11:59 pm

Schedule 1.25 hours for Exam
	

	Module 12

April 1
	Respiratory System 
	Reuter-Rice & Bolick  Chapter 35
	Vendt

	Module 13

April 8 
	Respiratory system Continued
	Managing Ventilators
	Vendt

	Module 14

April 15
	Communicating Bad News

Biopsychosocial – Post traumatic Stress Disorder
	Reuter-Rice & Bolick  Chapter 7, 8, 9
	Vendt

	Module 15

April 22
	Review and Completion of Presentations
	
	Vendt

	Wednesday

May 1
	UNIT TEST IV 

CUMULATIVE FINAL
	7 am to 11: 59 pm

Schedule 2.5 hours for Exam 
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